Julius Caesar Test
Write all answers on the scantron sheet.  Choose the best answer for each of the following.

  1.  The play Julius Caesar was written by   a.  Plutarch    b.  John Spears 

        c.   William Shakespeare    d.  none of the above.

  2.  What ancient world biographer was the play Julius Caesar based on?  

       a.  Homer     b.  Ovid     c.  Chaucer     d.  Plutarch

  3.  A character speaking alone on stage is known as: 

       a.  an aside     b.  a refrain     c.  a soliloquy      d.  a dramatic recitation

  4.  A famous London theater in which many of Shakespeare’s play were performed 

       was the   a.  Renaissance     b.  the Globe     c.  the Metropolitan Opera  

       d.  Stratford-on-Avon

  5.  Caesar suffers from what illness?  a.  amnesia     b.  stuttering     c.  epilepsy

  6.  In Act I, the crowd cheers Caesar because 

       a.  of his war triumphs     b. he refuses the crown     c.  he wins the Lupercal race  
       d. he makes a great speech

  7.  The conspirators want Brutus to join them because

       a.  he is a brave fighter     b.  he will make the people accept the assassination  
       c.  he is the only one who will murder Caesar      d.  he will be the next ruler of Rome

  8.  Cassius wants Caesar dead because  
       a.  Caesar has too much power     b.   he can rule Rome after Caesar’s death

       c.  he is envious and jealous of Caesar     d.  it would be best for Rome

  9.  Who stabbed Caesar first from behind? 
       a.  Antony     b.  Brutus     c.  Cassius     d.  Casca

10.  In his funeral oration, Brutus says the reason he killed Caesar was  
       a.  because he loved Caesar     b.  because Caesar was too rich

       c.  because Caesar was a coward     d.  because Caesar was too ambitious

11.  Brutus’s loyal man-servant is     a.  Lucius     b.  Titinius     c.  Pindarus

12.  The major protagonist in the play is   
       a.  Antony     b.  Cassius     c.  Brutus     d.  Caesar

13.  The opening scene takes place upon   
       a.  the feast of the Lupercal     b. the ides of March     c.  Pompey’s triumphant return 
       from Pharsalus

14.  Marullus criticized the mob for forgetting   a.  Caesar    b.  Pompey    c.  the Lupercal

15.  Marullus and Flavius leave the mob to  

       a.  go home     b.  destroy the decorations on Caesar’s statues    d.  visit the Capitol

16.  Calpurnia is the wife to    a.  Antony     b.  Brutus     c.  Caesar

17.  The athlete running the ceremony at the feast of Lupercal was 

        a.  Cassius     b.  Antony     c.  Casca

18.  The Soothsayer’s warning involves

        a.  the ides of March     b.  Pompey’s return     c.  the names of the conspirators

19.  Cassius begins to work his influence upon     a.  Brutus     b.  Casca     c.  Antony

20.  Casca tells of   

      a.  Caesar’s illness     b.  Cassius’s plot     c.  Caesar’s refusal of the crown

21.  Casca      a.  joins the conspiracy     b.  criticizes Cassius     c.  is struck by lightning

22.  In the final act, if his forces lose, Brutus plans to

       a.  blame Cassius     b.  escape to Iberia     c.  commit suicide

23.  Brutus is considered a stoic because     

       a.  he loves his friends     b.  he is a valiant soldier     c.  he shows no emotion

24.  Cassius is killed  

       a.  with the help of his slave      b.  in battle      c.  by the enraged Brutus

25.  Brutus knows his “hour is come” to die because of

       a.  Portia’s suicide     b.  Cassius’s death     c.  visits of a ghost

26.  Brutus says it is better to kill oneself than

       a.  to be taken captive     b.  to take another’s life     c.  to suffer painful wounds

27.  Brutus asks several of his men       a.  to serve Antony faithfully     b.  to assist in his 

       own suicide     c.  to escape while they can 

28.  Antony says that all of the conspirators except Brutus acted out of

       a.  patriotism     b.  need for money     c.  envy of Caesar

29.  The crown was offered to Caesar by  

        a.  Casca       b.  Metellus Cimber       c.  Antony  d.  Flavius 

30.  Portia pleads with Brutus to 

       a.  stay home from the Senate   b.  join the conspiracy  c.  share his problems with her 

31.  Who convinces Caesar to attend the Senate?  a.  Decius  b.  Cassius  c.  Calpurnia  d. Brutus

32.  What reason does Brutus give for the slaying of Caesar?         a.  Caesar was selfish

       b.  Caesar was tyrannical     c.  Caesar was ambitious     d.  none of the above

33.  Who was killed because he was mistaken for a conspirator?  

       a.  Cinna the poet    v.  Cassius     c.  Casca     d.  Marullus

34.  Of what does Brutus accuse Cassius?  a.  cheating at cards    b.  accepting bribes

       c.  stealing money     d.  spying for Antony

35.  Who appears to Brutus during the night in Act IV?    a.  the ghost of conscience

       b.  the ghost of Portia     c.  the ghost of Caesar     d.  the ghost of Pompey

Mark your answer:  a.  true     b.  false
36.  Lucius is a conspirator.

37.  Brutus insists that the conspirators kill Antony.

38.  Decius is to be sent to bring Caesar to the Senate.

39.  Brutus promises to tell Portia about his secret plans.

40.  Calpurnia’s dream is accurate.

41.  The augurers advise Caesar to stay home from the Senate.

42.  Decius agrees with Calpurnia’s interpretation of her dream.

43.  Caesar departs for the Senate with Antony and a group of the conspirators.

44.  Artemidorus, like the Soothsayer, tries to warn Caesar.

45.  Portia sends Lucius to warn Calpurnia.

46.  Pompey is the third member of the triumvirate that rules Rome after Caesar’s death.

47.  The triumvirate compile a list of men who deserve to die.

48.  Antony considers Lepidus an unworthy man and doesn’t trust him.

49.  Antony has Portia murdered.

50.  Cassius is visited by Caesar’s ghost.

Match each quote to its speaker.

51.  “This was the noblest Roman of them all.                                              a.  Brutus
       All the conspirators, save only he,                                                          b.  Antony 
       Did that they did in envy of great Caesar;                                              c.  Portia
       He, only in a general honest thought                                                      d.  Calpurnia
       And common good to all, made one of them.                                         e.  Caesar
       His life was gentle, and the elements                                                    ab.  Cassius  
       So mixed in him that Nature might stand up                                         ac.  Soothsayer
       And say to all the world, “This was a man!”                                         ad.  Decius                                    
                                                                                                                       ae.  Casca
52.  “Tis better that the enemy seek us.                                                         bc.  Pompey
       So shall he waste his means, weary his soldiers,

       Doing himself offense, whilst we, lying still,

       Are full of rest, defense, and nimbleness.”

53.  “Cowards die many times before their deaths,

       The valiant never taste of death but once.”

54.  “I have made strong proof of my constancy,

       Giving myself a voluntary wound

       Here, in the thigh.”

55.  “Your statue spouting blood in many pipes,

       In which so many smiling Romans bathed,

       Signifies that from you great Rome shall suck

       Reviving blood.” 

56.  “O, pardon me thou bleeding piece of earth,

        That I am meek and gentle with these butchers!

        Thou are the ruins of the noblest man

        That ever lived in the tide of times.”

57.  “Stoop, Romans, stoop,

       And let us bathe our hands in Caesar’s blood

       Up to the elbows and besmear our swords.”

58.  “Et tu Brute?  Then fall, Caesar!”

59.  “I could be well moved if I were as you;

       If I could pray to move, prayers would move me;

       But I am constant as the Northern Star,

      Of whose true-fixed and resting quality

      There is no fellow in the firmament.”

60.  “I do beseech ye, if you bear me hard,

       Now, whilst your purpled hands do reek and smoke,

       Fulfill our pleasure.”

61.  “Set honor in one eye and death I’ the other,

       And I will look on both indifferently;

       For let the gods so speed me as I love

       The name of honor more than I fear death.”

62.  “Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears;

        I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.

        The evil that men do lives after them;

        The good is oft interred with their bones.”

63.  “And therefore think him as a serpent’s egg,

       Which, hatched, would as his kind grow mischievous,

       And kill him in the shell.”

64.  “Beware the Ides of March.”

65.  “but this same day

        Must end the work the ides of March begun,

       And whether we shall meet again I know not.

       Therefore our everlasting farewell take.

Choose the best answer for each of the following.
66.  How many times was Caesar offered the crown?  a.  once  b.  twice  c.  three times

67.  Who finally helps Brutus commit suicide?  a.  Clitus   b.  Varro    c.  Strato

68.  Brutus’s servant is   a.  Cassius    b.  Lucius    c.  Popilus Lena.

69.  What is true of Caesar?   a.  He was superstitious   b.  He believed in augurers

       c.  He was a brilliant military man.    d.  all of the above

70.  Whose job was it to get Caesar to the Senate House on the Ides of March?

       a.  Casca    b.  Decius    c.  Trebonius

71.  A soliloquy is    a.  an aside to the audience    b.  a play on words    

       c.  a speech made by one character alone on state.

72.  Julius Caesar is written in    a.  prose    b.  rhymed poetry    c.  blank verse

73.  A play on words is    a.  a pun    b.  irony    c.  an aside

74.  The first conspirator to stab Caesar is    a.  Cassius    b.  Casca    c.  Brutus

75.  The last conspirator to stab Caesar is    a.  Cassius    b.  Casca   c.  Brutus

76.  Who is described as the “noblest Roman of them all”?   a.  Brutus   b.  Caesar   c.  Antony

77.  Who interpreted Calpurnia’s dream as something positive for Caesar?

       a.  Casca    b.   Casius    c.  Decius

78.  Who has a list of the conspirators and tries to warn Caesar?

       a.  Soothsayer    b.  Artemidorus    c.  the augurers

79.  A brief comment a character makes that is not heard by anyone else on stage but is heard by

       the audience is   a.  a monologue    b.  an aside    c.  a soliloquy

80.  A struggle between opposing forces is know as    a.  irony    b.  conflict    c.  imagery

81.  According to Shakespeare, the only conspirator who acts from unselfish motives is

       a.  Cassius    b.  Brutus    c.  Casca

82.  That Caesar fell at the base of Pompey’s statue is ironic because

       a.  Pompey had sworn to kill Caesar    b.  Caesar had come to power by defeating Pompey

       c.  Pompey had also been stabbed by conspirators.

83.  The day on which Cassius dies is    a.  the Ides of March    b.  his birthday    c.  the Lupercal

84.  What is significant about Cassius’ sword that he used to kill Caesar?

       a.  It resembled Excalibur    b.  It had gold handles    c.  He killed himself with it

85.  Who stabs himself after seeing that Cassius has killed himself?

       a.  Casca    b.  Titinius    c.  Pindarus

Match the following
a.  Portia                           cd.  Calpurnia                             ce.  Cinna

b.  Octavius                      ab.  Antony                                 bc.  Lepidus

c.  Cicero                          ac.  Metellus Cimber                  bd.  Flavius

d.  Titinius                        ad.  Strato                                   be.  Young Cato

e.  Casca                           ae.  Artemidorus                        abc.  Pompey

86.  Caesar’s primary enemy

87.  a poet killed for his name 

88.  sees Caesar’s death in a dream

89.  knows all about the conspiracy

90.  Caesar’s official heir

91.  tells the people about Caesar’s will

92.  a senator who was killed as a conspirator although he was not part of the

       conspiracy

93.  wounds herself to prove her strength

94.  crowns his friend before killing himself

95.  helps his master kill himself

96.  one of the triumvirate along with Antony and Octavius

97.  dies in battle

98.  turns the people of Rome against the conspirators

99.  asks Caesar to allow his brother to return to Rome

100.  is banished for vandalizing Caesar’s statutes

CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE –  Choose ONE of the following.  Write the number of your response and your response to the prompt on the back of the scantron.  Include as many details as possible in your response.  Elaborate!  Show the reader what you know.

1.  A work of literature may contain more than one conflict.  Brutus and Cassius, for

     example, have several conflicts with each other in The Tragedy of Julius Caesar.  

     Discuss two of the conflicts between Brutus and Cassius.  Tell how each conflict

     is resolved and what these conflicts reveal about each character.

2.  A tragedy is a special kind of drama.  Define tragedy and describe its characteristics.

     Explain why The Tragedy of Julius Caesar fits the definition of tragedy. 

3.  Who the main character of The Tragedy of Julius Caesar is can be considered a

     matter for debate.  In your opinion, who is the noble hero of this play, Caesar or

     Brutus?  Use information from the play to support your argument.  Be sure to 

     include a description of the hero’s tragic flaw.

Constructed Response scoring 

4   The writer fully elaborates on all three parts of the writing prompt.

3   The writer fully elaborates on two parts of the writing prompt.

2  The writer fully elaborates on one part of the writing prompt or answers all three parts 

    of the prompt with no elaboration.  Answers are vague and lack no text support.

1  Answer does not address the prompt.  Writer is unsure of the question being asked.

0  The writer made no attempt to answer any part of the prompt.   

Your scoring will be converted to the following points:

4 = 20 - 19 points          3 = 18 - 15 points         2 = 14 – 13 points          1 = 12 -

